DGR, [ERDS/IMEINBORTE. WLBRIEFHE, iLHSIMARAERPEERHRTFEE!

—& (HAOEEE)  HATHOMAIAEMRE, —RRHESELFRZHENE, BHT "BAHEEE" . MhEREDHE
5%%E(E, AENE—BKMERIXLED.

IAEER2S MFE/IMERIEXNSR 201 TFEERER LT, BEIMEIRITEATSIVE.

RERBE. AEERL. NERERE, Z—HHEXNERHAEZIR, RES—HERL.

REFZIMER (E) Tik



£ 818 FOREWORD

#Z=F) AUTUMN ISSUE 2018

L 5 D BLR A HARF B 1F L ALK R AT H A
Let Silk Show Town Become a Good Carrier to Inherit Chinese Traditional Culture
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Embroidery has thousands of years of history which needle carries history.

After thousands of years of precipitation, Suzhou embroidery not only has exquisite skills, but also has rich connotation.
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At present, the protection and inheritance of the intangible cultural heritage of Su embroidery requires the continuous integration of innovative ideas and the spirit of unswerving adherence.
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Inheritance of Skill

In the Ming Dynasty, Suzhou Embroidery was famous for its fine
and elegant style. Since then, it has long been famous for its
technical characteristics of “Ping, Qi, He, Guang, Shun and Yun".
From the perspective of historical development, Suzhou
Embroidery is able to maintain its vitality, which is inseparable
from its positive exploration of intergenerational inheritance of
skills.The kind of skill inheritance between teachers and
apprentices, parents and children has trained and brought up a
generation of Suzhou Embroidery talents.

Nowadays, Suzhou Embroidery maintains and promotes the
essence of fine and elegant, and develops forward on the basis of
tradition. Suzhou Embroidery integrate National Embroidery and
Foreign Embroidery which is applied in various industries to
achieve technological enhancement, product innovation and value
added.

Inheritance of Art

As one of the craftsmanship, Suzhou embroidery is both a
technique and an art. It carries Jiangnan's gentleness and softness,
condenses Jiangnan's folk customs, and conveys Jiangnan's
cultural taste. As the gene of Jiangnan culture, Suzhou
Embroidery has become the special medium of Chinese cultural

exchange, the image of national culture and art, which has been
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further developed.

With the continuous change of social, historical and cultural
environment, the art of Suzhou Embroidery in dynamic
inheritance is constantly innovating, evolving and exploring
modern methods to show its charm. Suzhou Embroidery, which
was originally used as a decoration for daily necessities, has been
transformed into a modern work of art, showing the vigorous

vitality of this culture.

Inheritance of Ingenuity

Suzhou Embroidery is a kind of living cultural inheritance.
Through the creation of the work, it conveys the craftsman's
understanding of tradition, feelings of beauty and application of
technology.

The inheritance of Suzhou Embroidery is a kind of inheritance of
craftsman spirit. Workers writes Jiangnan culture with silk thread,
and the ingenuity is reflected in the needle. Today, with the rapid
development of science technology and frequent mechanization,
it needs perseverance and patience to finish a handmade
embroidery for several months or even several years. Suzhou
Embroidery, which has national characteristics and local style,
needs skilled embroidery workers to carry forward the spirit of

craftsmen and inherit stitch by stitch.
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Craft needs inheritance, ingenuity needs persistence

Culture is the soul of a country and a nation. Excellent traditional

culture is a concentrated expression of national culture and spirit.

Where does cultural confidence come from? It is inseparable from
the promotion and inheritance of Chinese traditional culture.

Suzhou Embroidery is an excellent trqdpi onal culture that survived

after more than two thousand years of'fmi t

l‘t

2 ‘t portant practice in
1

{cal accumulation.

Silk Show Town is an innovative explorat the new historical

period and new development stage. It is

inheriting and developing excellent traditional culture.

L

stry, connecting

creative economy in series and integrating ¢ 1! ral tourism;
]

cultivate Suzhou Embroidery talents, innovati

premise of conforming to the trend of develop
[

to realize the integration of three lives in the pr icti

ecology of the town.

Town. Let's go forward handiin hand, let Silk Show:Town become

a good carrier to inherit Chinese traditional culture:
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Cultural Inheritance in the Painting

—Using Various Traditional Handicrafts to Describe the Painting of Prosperous Suzhou
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In the Qing Dynasty, the ancient city of Suzhou was beautiful and magnificent. Its fields were fertile, and its cultural relics were gorgeous and beautiful. Suzhou's culture was among the best

in the country, with a harmonious social life, complete protection for the people, and a fascinating metropolis.

The painting of Prosperous Suzhou is a huge painting of Suzhou scenery created by Xu Yang, a court painter of Suzhou nationality in the Qing Dynasty, which lasted 24 years. It is 1225 cm
long and 35.8 cm wide. Roughly calculated, the painting contains more than 120,000 people, about 2,140 houses, more than 50 bridges, nearly 400 official ships, cargo ships, passenger
ships, grocery ships, bilges and bamboo rafts, and more than 200 trademark signs, covering more than 50 handmade industry such as jewelry, shoes and hats, sandals, musical instruments,
bonsai and silk. It delicately depicts the scenery of lakes and mountains, idyllic villages, city walls, ancient ferry boats, towns along the river, flowing water homes, folk customs, government
and business shops in the south of the Yangtze River. It vividly reflects the prosperity of Suzhou in the mid-18th century, with its beautiful scenery, abundant products, flourishing industries

and rich culture. It has a high value of artistic appreciation, and is later praised as the Encyclopedia of Suzhou in Qing Dynasty.

More than two hundred years later, Suzhou craftsmen used their own good handicraft to create the work of Prosperous Suzhou by Suzhou embroidery and Silk Tapestry with CutDesigns.

They Slowly opened the picture of the ancient Suzhou.
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Lu Fuying, a master of Arts and crafts in Jiangsu Province, once drew the Suzhou embroidery work of Prosperous Suzhou. The work is 12.8 meters long and 38 centimeters high. It adopts
hundreds of colored lines. In the embroidery process, many kinds of needle techniques such as plain needle, set needle, virtual solid needle, loose set needle and rolling needle were used,
which fully embodied the exquisite skill and unique visual aesthetic effect of Suzhou embroidery fiber art. Yao Huifen, the successor of national heritage (Suzhou embroidery), and her team
spent several years creating a long Suzhou embroidery work of Prosperous Suzhou. The whole embroidery inscription is 16 meters long and 38 centimeters high. Based on the composition
and color of the original painting, the embroidery flexible used a dozen kinds of Suzhou embroidery needles such as set needles, entangled needles, laying needles, seed and virtual solid
needles, more than 500 kinds of colorful silk thread. They embroidered the lakes and mountains, the city walls, the bridges and the people's houses 250 years ago. They vividly reproduced
the charm of the original painting and elevated the traditional Suzhou embroidery to a new height. Cai Meiying, a master of Arts and crafts in Jiangsu Province, led 18 embroidery ladies for
five years to make the work of Prosperous Suzhou, which was 12.5 meters long and 38 centimeters high. With more than 2,000 colors of silk thread, the total length of silk thread used was
more than 50,000 kilometers, which was enough to encircle the earth. The work used nearly 20 kinds of embroidery techniques such as traditional fine flat embroidery, virtual solid

embroidery, needle rolling embroidery and random needle embroidery. It perfectly reproduced the magnificent and prosperous style of the ancient Suzhou in the painting.
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A volume of Prosperous Suzhou tells the history and story of Suzhou.

Various creation by Suzhou embroidery and Silk Tapestry with CutDesigns activate the painting.
From the treasures of ancient paintings to the works of Suzhou embroidery and Silk Tapestry with CutDesigns, the same is the cultural ingenuity.
Through continuous protection, inheritance and innovation of traditional handicraft, we will nourish the root of Wu culture,

then let craftsman spirit release the glory of the times and let traditional culture glow with contemporary vitality.
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Lu Meiying, a senior craft artist and folk artist in Jiangsu Province, and her creative team completed a long scroll of Prosperous Suzhou which was 17.6 meters in length and 48 centimeters
in height. They used traditional Silk Tapestry with CutDesigns technigues to show the customs of ancient Suzhou. Silk Tapestry with CutDesigns is extremely meticulous and is difficult to
make. The work was conceived and planned from 2009, and then enlarged through design, submission, color matching, silk drawing and preparation. In order to express more than ten
thousand characters and scenery in the original works, especially the expression, costume, dress and.beh "o"r: of the characters, they needed to make a silk thread (16 silk) into sixteen (1
silk). For different ages and occupations, they used different colors of silk thread to ensure the o effect of the picture, such as women using red and yellow silk thread, farmers using
soil gray line, officials and businessmen mainly using purple and brown. The work prese meticulous picture between the inches, realizing the artistic pursuit that there are trees in the

mountains, people in the trees, and scenes in the people., and launching a won cross-temporal art "dialogue".
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June 8th

Colorful intangible heritage
-Suzhou embroidery enters CCTV and meets a beautiful era

Open class on intangible cultural heritage was premiered on June 8 on the CCTV Comprehensive Channel. The
program was hosted by Dong Qing, a well-known host of CCTV. Intangible cultural experts Liu Kuili, Tian Qing, Zhao
Feng and Bamo were the keynote speakers. It was produced jointly by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Department
of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the central broadcasting and television station and the National Library of
China which was for the special day of cultural and natural heritage. In the "Splendid China" costume show, Suzhou
embroidery, as a combination of top-level traditional handicraft and Chinese costume design, was performed on-
site deduction, showing a new look of ancient Suzhou embroidery in modern life. Yao Jianping, a representative of

the national intangible heritage project, interpreted the Suzhou embroidery at the scene.
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June 19th
Original certification helps protect intellectual property rights of Suzhou embroidery

On June 19, Wang Jianyu, deputy general manager of Zhongzhi Gaode Intellectual Property Operations Management (Suzhou) Co., Ltd.

and Liu Rui, director of the original authentication and protection platform of Intellectual Property Publishing house, visited Silk Show Town.
They investigated and discussed the protection of intellectual property rights of Suzhou embroidery and answered the question of rational use of Suzhou embroidery. This exchange lai

a foundation for building a platform for intellectual property rights protection of Suzhou embroidery. In the future, Silk Show Town will be built into a town featuring the promotion of

Suzhou embroidery culture and the promotion of Suzhou embroidery industry by stimulating the creative enthusiasm of Suzhou embroidery practitioners, giving full play to the 0

advantages of industrial operation, and realizing the high-end gathering of Suzhou embroidery.
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July 13th
Silk Show Town was appraised as excellent town
The fourth promotion work of Jiangsu characteristic towns was held in Nanjing. At the meeting, the Provincial Development and Reform Commission announced the results of the first

batch of 25 provincial-level towns established in 2017, and Silk Show Town was appraised as excellent town. In addition, there are 5 towns for excellent towns, 15 towns for qualified
towns, 3 towns for basic qualified towns, 1 town for the unqualified town. As one of the excellent towns, Silk Show Town has exchanged speeches with the experience. In the next stage,

Silk Show Town will continue to explore new ways of cultural and tourism integration, innovate cultural inheritance and industrial development model, glow the town's diversified vitality,

and strive to build itself into a model of cultural and tourism integration town in the province.
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July 19th
Silk Show Town, Suzhou Museum Collection Embroidery Exhibition, and Shen Shou,

one generation embroidery saint
China Embroidery Art Museum, Suzhou Museum Collection Embroidery Exhibition, has been planning for several months. With the support

of the Suzhou Museum, the exhibition has been held in China Embroidery Art Museum since July. The exhibition covers nine groups of
Suzhou Museum's Suzhou embroidery collections, representing Shen Shou's embroidery. It covers the most representative artistic forms
and contents of Suzhou embroidery since the Qing Dynasty. They are three groups of treasures, namely, imitation embroidery shaft, Yunzhi
(Shen Shou) Embroidery Flower diagram, and embroidery Zodiac screen. The exhibition has been sublimated from initiation to
implementation, from artists to staff, from attention to media coverage, from exhibition theme to exhibition mode, which has become a
moving scene to help "Silk Show Town" accelerate the pace of construction, innovation, protection and development, and cultural heritage
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July 27th

American students experienced Suzhou embroidery culture in Silk Show Town

Twenty-six American undergraduates from the School of Literature of Suzhou University who have come to China for exchange and study under the State Department's Key Language

Scholarship Program have come to Silk Show Town for a visit and study Suzhou embroidery. The foreign students first visited the Lu Fuying Embroidery Art Museum. When they saw

these vivid Suzhou embroidery works, they were immediately overwhelmed by the ancient and modern art. Later, the students came to the embroidery training school to learn how to
experience Suzhou embroidery. Finally, foreign students who first came into contact with Suzhou embroidery ended their journey with their own Suzhou embroidery works and

postcards presented by the school.
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» September 15th »
Embroidery second generations discussed together about

new handicraft movement

On September 15, the New Handicraft Movement Innovation Entrepreneur Salon, jointly sponsored by New
Handicraft Planning Institute and New Handicraft Research Institute, entered Silk Show Town, invited brand planning
experts from the industry and the embroidery second generations to explore the development of Suzhou
embroidery industry and brand development under the new market environment from embroidery content, brand
building and marketing promotion. At the symposium, Wang Bin, co-sponsor of the new handicraft movement,
pointed out that the government should guide the development of Suzhou embroidery mainly from the industrial
development of the industry, the input-output lever, the cultural consumer market expending, cultural and tourism-
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» August 2nd »
A dialogue between embroidery, Masters of Chinese Arts and Crafts visited Silk Show Town

Silk Show Town ushered in Hao Shuping (Suzhou embroidery), Chen Shuigin (Hangzhou embroidery), Lu Cun (Danyang regular embroidery) who are Chinese arts and Crafts Masters.
Accompanied by Yao Jianping, the Master of Chinese Arts and Crafts, the masters visited the Chinese Embroidery Art Museum, listened to the town planning and appreciated the town

style. Wang Lihua and Liang Xuefang, the provincial arts and crafts masters from the town, accompanied them to visit and study.
related industries.
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Governor of Panama province visited Chinese Embroidery P P
Art Museum [ RS

] » October 17th »
‘ Shao Hong, vice chairman of the CPPCC National Committee,

Panama Governor Pinto led a delegation of six people to visit Suzhou, and visited the Chinese Embroidery
Art Museum, which is also the town's living room. During the visit, the governor and delegation of '
[

(]

Panama stopped to appreciate the numerous fine embroidery works listed in the Art Museum, and also investigated Silk Show Town

On the morning of October 17, Shao Hong, vice chairman of the CPPCC National Committee, led the

investigation team of the proposal Committee of the CPPCC National Committee to investigate Silk
Show Town. The investigation team visited the China Embroidery Art Museum and Wang Lihua Embroidery Art Studio, pointing out that the Suzhou Embroidery culture in Silk Show

Town has its own characteristics. It is necessary to further create a platform to promote the inheritance of the Suzhou Embroidery culture and industry, build cross-border cooperation
between Suzhou Embroidery and various parties, let Suzhou Embroidery go out and upgrade the spreading power of Suzhou Embroidery, then further promote the transformation and

observed the actual process of needle and thread wearing by the embroidery lady. The governor's wife personally experienced the embroidery creation on the embroidery bandage, and
deeply felt the charm of ancient Suzhou embroidery. This visit represents that Silk Show Town is gradually playing a window role in the display and exchange of external culture.

upgrading of Suzhou embroidery industry.
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o XiJinping and Peng Liyuan welcomed the foreign leaders and wives of China Africa Cooperation Forum, the Great Wall, ' o DHBRRSIELTE, #Af?@b%,x%éiﬂsBMszﬂi (kres) ’ﬂk%ﬁx" w3y
¢ ahuge painting of suzhou embroidery, is attracting attention 0 ¢ TIARIMNEIEMARRE,. AMNEFXRREIEZERIC. RRKIHP, HMNIZEREEBICH
- . . . . ’ ! WEHRAERBIMNIZERIZER (RFE) FUHISMRED. RASKARL. KE
¢ Onthe afternoon, the Beijing summit of China Africa Cooperation ) (] o e e - BE(YSE
¢ Forum opened in 2018. Chinese President Xi Jinping and his wife 0 0 ¥, BN LZRGIICE BRS R
9 Pengliyuan held a banquet at Beijings Great Hall to welcome foreign ] L » October 22nd »
0 leaders and wives attending the Beijing Summit of the China-Africa (] U . . . o
8 Cooperation Forum.The Great Wall, the huge suzhou embroidery, (] ¢ The first weaving and embroidery class was officially opened
8 was vast and magnificent, meaning friendship stretches for U : Suzhou High-tech Zone Administrative Committee and Suzhou Arts and Crafts Vocational and Technical College signed a contract in Silk Show Town. The first embroidery class was
8 thousands of miles.President Xi Jinping warmly welcomed foreign ’ . officially opened with the cooperation mode of real estate, education and research. Yao Jianping and the other two professors of Arts and crafts (weaving and embroidery) industry
¥ leaders, shook hands with them and exchanged greetings. & ¢ \Wereannounced, and 11 out-of-school training bases were awarded. Wu Xinming, Secretary of the Party and Labor Committee and governor of Suzhou High-tech Zone, and Sun Lihua,
: Subsequently, Chinese and foreign leaders took a group photo : ' Secretary of the Party Committee of Suzhou Academy of Arts and Crafts, jointly awarded the first batch of engagement letters to the professors of Arts and crafts (weaving and
before the Great Wall. This work, Lu Fuying, a master of fine arts and . ' embroidery) industry of Suzhou Academy of Arts and Crafts. District leaders Zhu Xihong, Zhang Guochang, and Fan Weidong, President of Suzhou arts and crafts academy attended the
: crafts in town, is involved in embroidery. Lu Fuying in Silk Show Town ] ¢ opening ceremony.
5 participated in the work of this embroidery. p '
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Battle chart of 2018
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it BERN270.715 :

In 2018,we focus on promoting 3 infrastructure projects, includingNo. S Road, Zong Yi Road,
the Small surrounded landscape upgrading.

Besides, there are 6 construction projects, including embroidery street facade transformation,
redecoration of Chinese embroidery art museum(Town Hall), Culture Exchange Center,
Zhenhu Business Center, town vestibule, cultural and creative industry park, etc.

The whole area is about 270.71 Mu.
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Upgrading of Embroidery Street
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Adhering to the "Give a new look to the old" concept, make use of water and pavement as the
thread, the plaza and lane as pin, through the facade and road landscape upgrade to create travel
integration demonstration district with a set of functions, including sales, exhibition, museum, leisure
and life.

Total progress plan: Demonstration part is finished;
Complete the intermediate results of the building facade and road landscape plan optimization.

f.ﬂﬂ’
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Town Vestibule

SXUERPOFEE, BEEL. BRSEERS.
B HEMYIEIGIT &M, KEPIEREERMN; Bttt Eie.

Complementing the cultural exchange center, it is planed to provide services such as commercial and
catering services.

Progress: The Planning Bureau has issued red line and design conditions, the district departments
completed the examination and seal.

Follow up the listing process of land.
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Zhenhu Business Center
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Zhenhu Business Center is an commercial complex with fresh food supermarket, dining
area, hotel, cultural entertainment and etc,. which is an important measure of the
convenience service and part of the Silk Show Town affiliated facilities. The business will
be the key to merge silk town’s cultural and tourism functions, and provide effective
support for the development of “Manufacture, Life and Ecology” concept.

Progress: Started at December, 2017.The four level is carrying out the template
construction of frame structure.Construction of main body capping and facade
construction will be completed by the end of 2018.

P—B T FiHEE
Underground Space of Zongyi Road

AR PO SN A T AR, EEENE
ERRRELIBIE.

The underground space connects cultural exchange center and
the train station, which is carried out by the tramcar company.
Progress: The plan of the project has been proved, the
completion of civil construction is planned done before the
middle of July.

Approach Construction in June.

Itis planned to complete in November.

A 7= b Tl

Cultural and creative industry park

IMEERIFZAREFTRET. BH. Bl DATHRRNBEXHLIE LS,

BT RIS,

Creating a Highland of Suzhou Embroidery Culture Creative Industry with embroidery exhibition,

sales exhibition, training and working.
Progress: The draft of conceptual design is completed.

XHEZFREL

e

/INSE K #R  NEWS OF THE TOWN

AR LS
Cultural Exchange Center
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Integrating the layout advantages of water system, courtyard and roadway, an innovative
complex including six functional plates of office, conference, exhibition, sharing,
incubation and commerce is created.

Progress: Phase | and Phase Il Program was passed.

The first phase of the civil construction plan is revised according to the new code, and
the other special design is advanced.

Complete the first phase land acquisition. Now it is in the preparatory stage.
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Silk Show Town was awarded excellent town!

On.the afternoon of July-13, the fourth promotion work promotion meeting for Jiangsu specialty towns was held.in“Nanjing. At the meeting, the Provincial Development and Reform
Commission announced the results of the first batch of 25 provincial-level characteristic towns created in 2017, and Silk Show Town was awarded an excellent town. In addition, there
are 5 towns that are excellent towns, 15 towns are qualified, 3 towns are basically qualified, and 1 town is unqualified. At the meeting, as one of the excellent towns, Silk Show Town
exchanged views on the creation of the town.
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Located in West Ecological Tourism District (Zhenhu Street) in Suzhou High-tech Zone, the Silk Show Town covers an

area of about 3.8 square kilometers, with planning area West to the Dongcheng Road, South to the Wetland Park,
North to the Zhuzhen Road, East to the Zongyi Road, whose total investment is about 3 billion 400 million yuan.

The project was selected as the first batch of 25 Provincial Characteristics Town list of Jiangsu province in May 2017,
and was named the first batch of Chinese Cultural Tourism Integration Area by Ministry of Culture. Around the
tradition, regeneration and the future these three cores, Silk Show Town is plan to promote and enhance the

embroidery industry, and build a livable and suitable town that highlights the ecological advantages of Taihu Lake.
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Since its inception, Silk Show Town has been adhering to the concept of "production, city, people, culture and wisdom" five in one, in accordance with the government guidance,

enterprise main body and market-oriented operation mode, sped up the pace of construction and achieved remarkable results.

Taking this work promotion meeting as an opportunity, Silk Show Town will conscientiously implement the deployment requirements of the Provincial Development and Reform
Commission on the construction of characteristic towns, explore new ways of cultural and tourism integration, innovate cultural inheritance and industrial development model,
radiate the pluralistic vitality of Silk Show Town, and strive to build the town into a model for the integration of characteristic tourism towns in the whole province.
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First, efforts should be made to improve the quality and efficiency of projects.
We will deepen the various sub-projects in the town and speed up the transformation of the embroidery street, the cultural exchange center and the commercial center.
Second, efforts should be made to enhance the vitality of investment.
We will promote the design of commercial implantation scheme of embroidery street, use industrial platform to attract relevant research and development institutions,
high-end talents and advanced technology, and open up two paths of product development and industrial innovation,
to form the new pattern of Suzhou embroidery under the background of the new era.
Third, efforts should be made to promote the integration of culture and tourism.
Through the exchanges and cross-border integration of Suzhou embroidery, we will create the town, cultural brands and industrial brands.

At the same time, we should promote integrated development in management innovation, product innovation, talent cultivation and industry cultivation.
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Talking about Gu Embroidery

- Gu Embroidery Exhibition in Chinese Embroidery Art Museum
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Display painting and calligraphy by embroidery, Gu embroidery establish an artistic position
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Gu embroidery originated from the Songjiang (Shanghai) during the Jiajing period of the Ming Dynasty.

In the book of Ming Luxiangyuan Guxiu Boutique, written in the foreword jointly written by the Palace Museum and the Shanghai Museum, Gu Xiuyuan originated from the Gu Mingshi’s
family name. Mingshi was thirty-eight years (1559) Jinshi, official to Shang Bao Si Cheng. In his later years, he built the Luxiangyuan Garden in the northwest of the county town. The
descendants of Gu’s family were skilled in embroidery, so the world was called Gu embroidery, and each crown was named after the Luxiang Garden.

Chen Jiru recorded in the Songjiang mansion records of Chongzhen four years, Gu embroidery was different from other cities, which theme was flowers and birds. Chen Jiru was one of the
founders of the Songjiang School of Painting. In his eyes, Gu embroidery, which was formed in the late Wanli period of the Ming Dynasty and entered an active period during the reign of
Chongzhen, had a natural connection with painting.

Gu embroidery, comparable to painting and calligraphy, is also known as "painting embroidery". Born in the soil of songjiang school of painting, Gu embroidery was a combination of
painting and embroidery. A large number of literati and scholars, such as Dong Qichang in the Ming Dynasty, pursued the name of Gu embroidery. Among them, Han Ximeng, the wife of Gu
Shougian, was especially famous for embroidering. She had searched extensively for copies of famous paintings of the Song and Yuan Dynasties, and embroidered them into the Song and
Yuan Dynasties Heritage List, which covered landscapes, characters, broken branches, grasses and insects. She used needle instead of pen, line instead of ink. Her works was elegant and
exquisite, which was known as "Han Yuan Embroidery".

Gu embroidery was originally used as a family or a gift to relatives and friends. Gu Lanyu, the fourth generation of Gu's, set up a curtain to teach, spread the secret of family tradition to the
people, and trained a large number of professional embroidery artists. Gu embroidery was transformed from family needlework to commodity embroidery and developed into an
independent industry "Gu embroidery industry". Because Gu embroidery was famous, in the late Qing Dynasty, shops in Suzhou and Shanghai dealing in embroidery were often called "Gu
embroidery" or "Gu embroidery village". Thus the broad sense of "Gu embroidery" came into being.

In May 2006, Gu embroidery was included in the first batch of national intangible cultural heritage list by the State Council.
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Take the essence of Gu embroidery,

Suzhou embroidery show charming posture
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Suzhou embroidery gradually bred from the workshop a more brilliant flower by widely
absorbing the characteristics and advantages of Gu embroidery. In the middle of Qing
Dynasty, Suzhou embroidery had built "Gu Gong Temple" and "Wen Jin Gong House"
successively, worshiping Gu embroidery’s founder Gu Mingshi as the grandfather of
embroidery, which shows that Suzhou embroidery and Luxiangyuan Gu embroidery have a
lot of relations. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, under the impetus of Shanghai Gu
embroidery, the style and techniques of Suzhou embroidery became perfect day by day,
with the characteristics of harmony and quietness in color, no hard traces, no uneven
needles and even clouds. "Shanghai County Chronicle" compiled by Qianlong recorded:
"Suzhou embroidery is skillful, sketch is picturesque, everywhere else, the people are
accustomed to living, slightly with textiles and so on. The method of splitting is fine, and the
needle is fine." At that time, Suzhou was known as "embroidery city", and a number of
famous experts emerged, such as Cai Qunxiu, Shen Ying, Shen Shou and so on, of which
Shen Shou was the most famous.

Suzhou embroidery and Gu embroidery are not only closely related to geographically, but
also closely related to techniques. The characteristics of Luxiangyuan Gu embroidery lie in
the slow and true transmission of paintings in the Song Dynasty. The paintings embroidered
should be the main characters, flowers, birds and beasts, are treated with the main bodly,
each work of embroidery must have complete skills, with fine silk such as hair, needles and
feet flat, moderate shade, rigid and soft, vivid shape, even needles and so on.

Suzhou embroidery pays attention to the change of needle movement. At present, the
commonly used ones include: complete needle, loose set, application of needle, virtual solid
needle, random needle, dotting, jabbing yarn, needle rolling, seed beating, etc., which have
increased from more than ten commonly used ones to forty or fifty kinds now. Suzhou
embroidery artists are good at summing up experience, pioneering ways, secondary
embroidery, double-sided embroidery, have succeeded in creating two-sided different color
embroidery, double-faced embroidery with varied colours and patterns. Gu embroidery has
a lot of stitches from Suzhou embroidery, and then after innovation, Gu Xiu techniques,
such as embroidery simulation, spread from Shanghai to the Jiangsu and Zhejiang
generations. Through the interactive development, Suzhou embroidery learned from Gu
embroidery’s technigues, then developed the characteristics of flat, homogeneous, fine,
dense, uniform, smooth, harmonious and light.

From the close historical origin of Suzhou embroidery and Gu embroidery, when we
appreciate the embroidery art of Ming and Qing Dynasties represented by Gu embroidery,
we will surely remember this key figure Shen Shou, who inherited the tradition of Gu
embroidery before and the imitation embroidery after. She injected new blood into Gu’s
traditional embroidery art, which has a long history in China.
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The unique techniques of Gu embroidery

L ¥%¥ 2 3 1] éﬁ = é B Half embroidered, half painted, Combination of painting and embroidery
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In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Luxiangyuan Gu embroidery took the landscape, flowers and birds in the famous paintings of the Song and Yuan Dynasties as copies. The pictures were all
embroidered and painted in combination, and embroidered instead of painted. Nowadays, all the fine brushes of Gu Embroidery Research Institute in Luxiangyuan are inked with ink to
outline the lines. At the end of the sketch, the picture is a very clean sketch work, and then the embroider carries on the second creation within the framework of the sketch. Today's
Luxiangyuan Gu embroidery is a combination of drawing and embroidery.

u %1‘ (—E % % 3 HTJ‘ @U %Jﬁf %’f B Stitch is changeful, Create new ideas at all times
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Gu embroidery is a complicated and changeable needle method, generally has more than ten kinds of needle methods, such as neat needle, spreading needle, seed needle, needle, gold
nail, single set needle, scaling needle, etc. In collaboration with Fudan University College of Arts and Sciences, Luxiangyuan Gu Embroidery Research Institute refined various national
embroidery needle techniques, and choose the most appropriate needle to give performance to different objects. For example, they used seed needles to embroider pistil and used
imitation embroidery to embroider skin.

m B f 5 £ % ft1 ™ Choose middle color, dizzy catch color, complement color, set color
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In order to more vividly display the rich color effect of landscape characters, insects, fish, flowers and birds, Gu embroidery uses various intermediate colors such as old, tender, shade, and
shade of the scenery to complement and set colors. So as to fully show the natural scenery of the original.
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Luxiangyuan Gu embroidery is an outstanding representative of Chinese embroidery and a shining pearl in Chinese art.
Gu embroidery's successtul development has promoted the development of the country's non-legacy cause, and promoted the inheritance and development of China's excellent traditional culture.
Silk Show Town will deeply study and learn from the skills of Gu embroidery, actively develop and innovate the embroidery industry.
On the basis of inheriting the first batch of intangible cultural heritage, Silk Show Town will continue to carry forward the traditional techniques of the nation.
Silk Show Town will draw on the strengths of hundreds of families and carry forward the essence of ingenuity. Only by constantly moving forward can we practice our true knowledge,

promote industrial upgrading and development, and make the town prosperous. Looking ahead on the shoulders of predecessors, a blueprint for the town will also unfold.
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Liang Xuefang, born in Zhenhu, Suzhou, Jiangsu Province, senior artist at the research level, master of Arts and crafts of Jiangsu Province, the

member of the People's Progressive Program, a model worker in Suzhou, and a representative of the Suzhou People's Congress. She is currently
a vice-chairman of the Fiber Art Committee of China Arts and Crafts Association, vice-director of the Fiber Art Institute of Tsinghua Academy of
Fine Arts, and a special professor of the Handicraft Art Institute of Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts.Her works "The lingering charm of lotus" and

"Spring Warm Land" were permanently collected by the British Museum and the National Museum of China.
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Embroidery is youth - honing the embroidery skills

SRFE—EM "REF (DMERREMIAN &
EE ) BEREFNEFRRZINESR. EEFNEE
SHINERERT, WRSEMS, MRIFSE—FP5REMN
1EF5. AiRIE, BN INOZRE(RLTENRISE SN
SRS, WAETNE—IBNES, WR @E,@T%%
B, XtRitAmIz SRISHEIEXZRERRN. W

Liang Xuefang was most impressed with her childhood
by working with her mother as a "nightlife" (called
"nightlife" in Suzhou). Under the influence of her
mother's words and deeds, for Liang Xuefang, doing
embroidery is a kind of family education and self-
cultivation. After growing up, she moved from narrow
family workshops to embroidery factories specializing in
embroidery. The first double-sided embroidery of her
life, two goldfish, was born during this period, which is
also the beginning of her fate and embroidery really
closely linked. The two months of quiet embroidery is
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her unique youth memory.

In the early 1990s, she and her husband set up Zhenhu
embroidery factory to produce embroidery for market
orders. By then, her level of embroidery had become
more sophisticated. But when she attended the Suzhou
embroidery exhibition in 1994, she saw the embroidery
by Su Embroidery Research institute, the technical
benchmark of embroidery, and found the gap between
them. Under the pressure of competition in the
embroidery industry and her own breakthrough
awakening, Liang Xuefang began her creative
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exploration, which opened her journey of
transformation from learning crafts, making a living to
pursuing the continuous improvement of Suzhou
embroidery.

In the process of devoting herself to creation, Liang
Xuefang worshipped Gu Wenxia, a master of Chinese
arts and crafts, and followed Gu Wenxia to learn the art
of Suzhou embroidery, to feel the cultural connotation,
to explore the inheritance of technology, and gradually
learned to look at Suzhou embroidery from a cultural
perspective.
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Embroidery is expression - transmitting Suzhou embroidery language
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With her increasingly sophisticated embroidery skills,
Liang Xuefang began to think about how to combine the
technology with the development of industrial
innovation and transformation. With this problem, in
2006, in her 40s, she once again took up her schoolbag
and embarked on the road to study in Tsinghua. During
her three years at Tsinghua Academy of Fine Arts, she
studied and explored with Professor Lin Lecheng in the
field of fiber art, widely accepted the ideas of various
art schools, and had a better understanding of
embroidery. She realized that embroidery is an
expression, and an embroidery work conveys the
modern aesthetic, linguistic expression and symbolic
meaning of the embroidery itself.
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She began to become cultural conscious, artistic
confident and self reliant. No longer satisfied with the
reproduction of a work, Liang Xuefang began to explore
the depth and thought of the work, from using
techniques to copy Zhang Dagian's paintings, to his own
camera to observe and discover that "meaning" into
embroidery. "Rooting, blossoming, results" and "The
lingering charm of lotus" was created in this stage. The
scene of "The lingering charm of lotus" is a Winter Lotus
beside Taihu Lake. The peaceful lotus stands in the
water, washes out the plumbum and reveals the
withered branches which have been washed away by
time, and returns to a simple and rich connotation of
beauty.
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In the past, embroiders embroidered more full-
blooming lotus. Extracting the shape of each plant to
decompose and present was not the traditional
practice. Liang Xuefang's later works, such as “As if in
full bloom” and “The Buddhist mood of lotus and the
thought of shadow”, have broken through the
limitations of the previous embroidery of lotus flowers,
penetrated the concept of less and more, represented
to describe the posture of a withered lotus flower and
the different signs of a lotus life. There are gaps in the
picture, which is like water and air, giving people
daydream, conveying a different scene from traditional
embroidery patterns and languages.
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Embroidery is life - return to breathe
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Embroidery, one stitch up, one stitch down. Up is art, and down is practical. Embroidery is closely related to our material or spirit.

There are three pairs of shoes in one's life that are inseparable from embroidery. The tiger-toed shoes at the age of one year, the wedding shoes and the longevity shoes after death
will all be used in embroidery. This is an important embodiment of the ritual of life in embroidery.

Therefore, in recent years, she kept thinking about the survival, development and space of Suzhou embroidery, and studied the return of Suzhou embroidery from "easel art" to the
development of daily life supplies. Integrating modern aesthetics, her work “Chan Yun” combines lotus flowers with light and shadow to make a space installation work, breaking
through the traditional embroidery style familiar to people in the past. She interweaves the techniques of Suzhou embroidery with modern aesthetics, showing how Suzhou
embroidery is possible to enter life and can be flexibly applied to different scenes.

She also hopes to have more fresh blood into the Suzhou embroidery industry, for this reason, she has been trying to create a platform for independent entrepreneurship,
communication with the outside world, and market contacts, so that young people can more easily accept Suzhou embroidery, understand the essence of traditional art beauty.
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Embroidery, for Liang Xuefang, has different meanings at different stages of life. Forty years ago, doing embroidery was home tutor and cultivation.
Thirty years ago, doing embroidery was a trade and livelihood. Twenty years ago, doing embroidery was a continuous improvement in the pursuit of craftsmanship.

Ten years ago, doing embroidery was about expressing ideas and changing ideas. Nowadays, doing embroidery is a return to life.
Liang Xuefang has been on the road for this life journey of Suzhou embroidery culture and art.
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The establishment of Silk Show Town has opened a new chapter for the integration and development of Suzhou embroidery,
and provided a good platform for the inheritance of Suzhou embroidery artists.
It is expected that it can give full play to the advantages of the industrial cluster of Suzhou embroidery,

absorb new cross-border talents, promote the brand development of Suzhou embroidery and transmit Su Lifestyle!
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As Liang Xuefang said, embroidery is the process

of experiencing all kinds of happy changes
between the fingertips and the heart. The hand-

made thing has temperature, which is connected
with the human life. The one who collects the
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embroidery is collecting the beautiful youth of
the embroiderer.
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Up above there is heaven; down below there are Suzhou and Hangzhou. If Hangzhou is like a landscape painting, Suzhou is more like a prose poem, and the impressions of old Suzhou
are the classical words in this poem. Inspired by this work, through a poem, twelve scenery, integrating poetry, calligraphy, painting and embroidery, the author use needle and
thread to draw the heart of the memory of Suzhou.

Through the simple ink, the work is integrated with water, powder and wall. The work is elegant and thought-provoking. With rich and colorful lines, the work gradually reveals the
ancient and modern elegance and the evolution of development, incisively expressing the author's vision of the beautiful things around her.
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The birth of the work stems from the author's perception of natural life. It is another attempt in terms of materials, processes, forms and uses.

Zen is the law of nature. Once the seeds of wisdom are sown, it can grow into a towering tree if we like. In order to express the wonderful posture of the lotus in the life process, the
author clever use the characteristics of the black beach net and the imitation silk thread, use the technique combined kinds of needle methods, such as virtual and solid needle,
rolling needle, needle connection, needle alignment, needle set, needle application and so on.The unique material and technical language enhance the natural closeness between
the viewer and the work.
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Taihu lake is beautiful by
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September 1st, Taihu Lake opening fishing festival
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Zhenhu, where Silk Show Town is located, has 18.6 kilometers of Taihu Lake shoreline. There
are more than 200 families of fishermen. The fishermen are born in the lake, living by the lake,
and thriving on the lake.

Taihu Lake covers a total area of 2,425 square kilometers. According to Ni Yong's "Fishes of
Taihu Lake", there are 107 species of fish in the lake. The abundant fresh resources of the lake
necessarily mean the development of fishery economy.

September 1 is the biggest day of the year in the Taihu Lake area. This day is the traditional Taihu
Lake opening fishing festival. Thousands of boats gather on the vast Taihu Lake, looking like gulls in
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the distance and surging like mountains in the near. In the sound of busting sails, there is a busy harvest

scene in the early morning of Taihu.

Full-loaded fishing boats sailed slowly into the wharf, and fishery trucks were parked one after another on

the bank. Fishermen happily dumped fresh fish into baskets. Cranes steadily lifted baskets of jumping fish into

fishery trucks and shipped to various places.

Taihu Lake fish to taste fresh. Taihu is rich in aquatic products, especially known as "Taihu three white" , whitebait, white fish

N\

Some fishery operators also waited at the dock early, and guests drove tens of kilometers to buy fish, eager to buy some

and white shrimp. In addition, there are river eel, silver carp, black carp, grass carp, Mei anchovy and hairy crab.
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Time-honored Taihu Fishing Culture
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The origin of Taihu Fishery Culture can be traced back to the Paleolithic Age. The archaeological finds of the Paleolithic ancient cultural relics unearthed from Sanshan Island in Dongshan
Town found that Taihu Lake were excavated from archaeological artifacts of many fishing and hunting economics represented by bone fish, stone or ceramic nets, fish-shaped carving
daggers, and fish vertebra ornaments. After the human settlements in the Taihu Lake Basin, the residents of this area have maintained the extremely developed fishery production, and
fishing is one of the important means of life.

After entering the recorded historical period, the fishing industry in Wu Prefecture is well-developed. During the spring and Autumn period and the Warring States period, Wu Wang had
built "fish city" to raise fish. Historically, "most people take fishing as their profession, and they also have the skills to catch fish." This shows that the fishery was becoming more and more
developed and the fishing technology was becoming more and more perfect. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, the fishery economy of the Jiangnan water town represented by Taihu Lake has
developed significantly.

With the fishery industry chain and the residential agglomeration area of fishing industry, the characters, geographical names and unique fishery culture related to the fishery are naturally
generated. For example, Suzhou's "Su" traditional characters, above is the "grass" word, the bottom left is the "fish" word, the bottom right is the "grass" word. At first glance, people know
that it is the land of fish and rice. The naming of "Zhen Hu" is the geographical naming, which fully demonstrates the water related customs in the south of the Yangtze River. In addition, the
literati, represented by Shen Zhou, created many poems and songs depicting the beauty of Taihu Lake's fishing scene.

Today, in Zhenhu, Taihu fishing culture has a more rich form of expression. Taihu Lake Wetland Park, which combines its own natural and cultural characteristics, has set up seven functional
areas, such as wetland fishery experience area, wetland ecological cultivation area, water recreation area, wetland ecological science and education base, fully demonstrating the unique
fishing and cultivation folk culture of Taihu Lake, giving fishing culture a unique vitality in the new era.
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